
Soil Texture Feel Test K"y

Begin at the place marked "start" and follow the flow chart by answering the questions, until

you identiff the soil sample. Please note that soils having a high organic matter content may

feel smoother (siltier) than they actually are.

Source: Adapted ftomVOVI: The Wonders of'Wetlands, Enviro.-ental Concern Inc'

Place approximately 2 teaspoons of
soil in your palm. Add water by drops

and knead soil until it is moldable

and feels like moist puffy.

Does soil remain
in a ball when

squeezed?

Place ball of soil between thumb and forefinger. Gently

push the soil with thumb, squeezing it upward into a rib-

bon. Form a ribbon of uniform thickness and width. Allow
the ribbon to emerge and exrend over forefinger, until it
breaks from its own weight' Does soil form a ribbon?

LOAI/IY
SAND

Does soil make a

weak ribbon <1"

long before it brealis?

YES

Does soil feel very

gritry?
YES NO

SANDY
LOAM

LOAM or
SIII LOAM

Does soil make a

strong ribbon >2"

or longer before it
breaks? YES

Does soil feel

very gritty?
YES NO

Does soil make a

medium ribbon
1"-2" long before it
breeks?

Does soil feel

very gritry?
YES NO

SANDY
CIAY
LOAM

CLAYLOAM
OT SILTY

CLAYLOAM
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